Major William Eugene Keslick USAF
(Ret)
February 25, 1931 - March 3, 2019

Major William Eugene Keslick, U.S.A.F. (Ret.), born in Bloomington, Illinois on February
25, 1931, passed away on March 3, 2019, surrounded by his loving family in New
Orleans, Louisiana. Maj. Keslick was preceded in death by his father Floyd Harold Keslick
of Clinton, Illinois, in 1931, and his mother, Carrie Lucille Huie Keslick of Battle Creek,
Minnesota, in 1976 and son-in-law Frank Bruno Giordano in 2017. Maj. Keslick is survived
by his loving wife, Betty Sue Wilkinson Keslick, of 63 years, his daughter Katherine
Keslick-Miller, and son-in-law Derek M. Miller of Catskill, NY, daughter Julia Keslick
Giordano of Gretna, LA, and son William Brian Keslick and daughter-in-law Dee Keslick of
Springfield, LA, and four grandchildren, Christine A. Giordano and Frank E. Giordano of
Gretna, LA, and Laura K. Miller and Bryan M. Miller of Catskill, NY. Maj. Keslick (Ret.) was
raised by his widowed mother in Springfield, Illinois where he played in the band as first
trombone graduating from Lanphier High School in 1949. Maj. Keslick graduated Tulane
University in 1975. He had previously attended Bradley University at Peoria, Illinois and
participated in ROTC before enlisting in the US Air Force Cadet Pilot Training Program in
1951 at Bartow, Florida and Connally AF Base. After graduation and receiving his pilot
wings, he continued advanced jet training at Moody AF Base in Valdosta, Georgia. In
1955 he married Betty Sue Wilkinson of Philadelphia, Mississippi. Maj. Keslick served the
USAF flying the T-6, T-28, T-33, F-86D, F-94, F-89 and F-102 and later joined the
Louisiana Air National Guard New Orleans 159th Fighter Wing in the 122d Fighter
Interceptor Squadron flying the F-102 and F-100. Maj. Keslick then retired in 1971 from
the Air National Guard and joined the FAA Air Traffic Controller/Weather Briefing Services
until retiring from service in 1985. After retiring Maj. Keslick was an avid model railroader
and traveled extensively with his wife Betty. Visitation will be on Friday March 8, 2019 at
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm, followed by services at 1:00 pm at Mothe Funeral Home, 2100
Westbank Expressway, Harvey, LA 70058. Interment to follow at Westlawn Cemetery at
1225 Whitney Ave., Gretna, LA 70056. Family and friends can view and sign the online
guest book at www.mothefunerals.com.
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Comments

“

Thank you for your service Mr. Keslick.

Barbara - March 11 at 11:04 AM

“

It's impossible to put into words how much my Grandfather meant to everyone. He
was a man of great integrity and honor. He was careful and selfless, but had a way of
making everyone sit up straight. The memories he gave me and my sister are some
of our best childhood memories. Golden days of swimming, ice cream, and
barbeques. Strolls through the mall for beignets. The absolute wonder of his model
train world. And he was there for us through the worst. He had so much knowledge
to give, and stories to tell. I'm glad I got to hear so many, I'll always cherish them.
From growing up in Illinois to his air force career, all the way through retirement. He
was someone who enjoyed life for the little things, and it was an energy that radiated
through every room. He was a teacher, a caretaker, a friend, a father, a grandfather.
He was loved, and my entire family will continue on in his honor. Love you paw-paw.
-Bryan Miller

Bryan Miller - March 08 at 09:19 AM

“

As a child I have a lot of fond memories of my loving, fun, and caring Uncle Bill. You
were a peace maker and such a wonderful father and husband. Our trips together
were amazing and you always made it fun. I am so glad you were part of my life and
I was blessed to have three loving cousins and beautiful aunt and uncle. You will be
missed greatly. I know one day I will see you again. Fly high Uncle Bill...

Mary Katherine Wilkinson Pitts - March 08 at 05:29 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Major William
Eugene Keslick USAF (Ret).

March 08 at 05:22 AM

“

Pawpaw you were the best grandfather to us and I will always treasure every
moment we spent with you. You were a strong family man who was always there for
us. You were there when my mom had cancer being our rock and flying across the
country to trade your kid-free time for school functions, homework, grandchild
wrangling and all the fun and shenanigans in the world in one of our darkest times. I'll
never forget our time spent yearly together here in New York - from devouring
summer mullberries to gymnastics in the backyard, trips to lake taghkanic, swimming
and breakfast buffets at our sleepovers at the best western, getting ice cream down
the street, hearing your funny heart-warming military stories, stories of our family in
younger years, and all the jokes and laughter in the world. You'd always come to
soccer games, swim meets, horse shows, dance recitals and anything else we were
into. Whenever we'd visit you in Louisiana we had the greatest time. The most
amazing model railway set would entertain us for hours. We had trips to the zoo and
aquarium, ate all the beignets, took walks around the neighborhood and mall, drove
to Florida for your reunion, caught lizards in the backyard, fished at Uncle Billy's and
you read and played and talked with us for hours, and never failed to make us smile.
These are all things I hold most dear. We even devloped your healthy love of
Spongebob! You were a kind and incredibly wonderful man and I'll always be
honored to call you my Pawpaw. Thank you for your love. I'll always love you.

Laura Miller - March 07 at 11:13 PM

“

Bill was a great father in law. As long as he was physically able, he and Betty came
up to New York every year to spend time with his Grandchildren Laura and Bryan. He
made a real effort to get to know them and be a positive influence in their lives.
When Kathy was diagnosed with cancer and hospitalized for months, he showed up
right away, to help take care of the kids. It allowed me the time to devote to Kathy
and later, get back to work. It was so important to us and helped us through the most
difficult time of our lives. I know he would have done the same for anyone else in the
family. And he did. He was always there for all of us ... like a great tree with enough
strong branches to make all our nests safe and comfortable and pleasant. He was a
dutiful, caring, clever patriarch and we were all blessed to have his steady presence
in our lives.
We’ll miss you Bill, Love and reverence,
Derek

Derek Miller - March 07 at 09:31 PM

“

My amazing father was a strong family man. Julie, Billy, and I (his three children)
were the center of his life. Dad took us fishing and camping where there was no
running water or electricity starting when we were all less than 5 years old! Our lives
were always about boating, fishing, and camping as well as annual family vacations
and staying in touch with our friends and relatives spread out across the country.

Mom and Dad came up every year to see Derek, Laura, Bryan and I. We have fond
memories of our travels around New York and just hanging out in beautiful upstate
New York. My children have amazing memories of the many adventures we took with
them.
We will miss you Daddy and love you with all our hearts!
Kathy Keslick
Kathy Keslick - March 07 at 02:04 PM

“

Derek, Kathy, Laura and Bryan Miller purchased the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray for
the family of Major William Eugene Keslick USAF (Ret).

Derek, Kathy, Laura and Bryan Miller - March 07 at 01:50 PM

“

Renee, Steve, Daniella, Tessa, Mark & Gregg purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for
the family of Major William Eugene Keslick USAF (Ret).

Renee, Steve, Daniella, Tessa, Mark & Gregg - March 06 at 02:09 PM

“

Jim and Joyce Wilkinson purchased the Rainbow Reflections Basket for the family of
Major William Eugene Keslick USAF (Ret).

Jim and Joyce Wilkinson - March 06 at 12:35 PM

