Salvador Joseph "Sal" Barcelona Sr.
July 20, 1934 - December 2, 2018

Salvador Joseph “Sal” Barcelona, Sr., passed away surrounded by loved ones on
December 2, 2018, at the age of 84. He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of sixtyfour years, Melva Rita Danos. He was the only child of Anthony and Felicie Biondolillo
Barcelona.
A longtime resident of Marrero, Louisiana, Sal was a graduate of the 1952 Class of
Marrero High School. He graduated from Louisiana State University with a Bachelor of
Science in Accounting and remained a Fighting Tiger fan for life. He obtained a Juris
Doctor degree from Loyola University Law School. From 1960 through 2000, Sal found an
outlet for his natural calling of helping others as an agent for State Farm Insurance. He
established the first State Farm location on the West Bank of New Orleans; he was proud
to serve all who entered his agency on Barataria Boulevard. His office was always a lively
place, where he considered his dedicated staff to be like members of his family. Clients
were welcome to linger and were encouraged to provide meandering answers to the
question that he always asked of others: “How can I help you?” He generously donated
his time to the American Red Cross, the Knights of Columbus, and the Lions Club. In the
late 1960s and through the 1970s, he dedicated much of his time to the Visitation of Our
Lady Catholic Parish in Marrero, where his children attended school. Sal is survived by
five children: Kathy (Charles) Richard, Amy (Richard) Hernandez, Christopher Barcelona
(Tina Teddlie), Laurie (Robert Kennedy) Barcelona, and Salvador Barcelona, Jr. He
cherished the role of “Pappa” to his seven grandchildren: Kaitlyn Richard, Christopher
Barcelona, Jr., Charles (Bailey) Richard, Jr., Daniel Hernandez, Elliot Barcelona, Marcelle
Richard, and Emily Hernandez. Upon marrying Melva, Sal’s family grew to include the
numerous loving relatives of the Claudia Guidroz-Paul Danos clan, with whom he shared
many holidays, vacations, and fantastic meals. Sal also had many friends, with whom he
exchanged endless Boudreaux and Thibodeaux jokes, among other “stories.” He was a
Patriarch in the truest sense. Generous with his heart, wisdom, and time, he mentored
many clients, friends, and family members regarding a variety of subjects, including the
importance of safe driving, college majors, and career decisions. He loved to play cards
and especially enjoyed teaching many of the young children in his extended family how to
play bourré and win. He lived well and was well loved. We will all miss him dearly. The

family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to the administration and staff of
Lambeth House and to the caregivers of Mercer’s Way at Lambeth House. Through his
struggles with Parkinson’s disease, the extraordinary caregivers of Mercer’s Way
managed to reach and maintain Sal’s loving nature and sense of humor until the very end.
They helped his family greatly throughout his illness and especially in the last weeks and
days. The family would also like to thank Guardian Angel Hospice for their compassionate
care and advice. Relatives and friends are invited to attend a Visitation on Friday,
December 7, 2018 beginning at 9:30 AM followed by a Funeral Mass at 11:00 AM all at
Visitation of Our Lady Church, 3500 Ames Boulevard, Marrero, LA. Interment to follow at
Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery, Gretna, LA. In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of
Sal Barcelona can be made to Mercer’s Way at Lambeth House (Attn. Natalie Hooks), 150
Broadway Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118. Donations can also be made in memory
of Sal Barcelona to Visitation of Our Lady Church, 3500 Ames Boulevard, Marrero,
Louisiana, 70072. Mothe Funeral Home, 2100 Westbank Expressway, Harvey, LA. in
charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal"
Barcelona Sr..

February 03 at 10:40 AM

“

Mel and family,
We were deeply saddened to hear of Sal's passing. A loving, caring, sharing man
whose
words of wisdom we will always remember. May God Bless You and your family .
David and Shirley Millet

Shirley Millet - December 28, 2018 at 11:09 AM

“

Sal was a man for all seasons and our season with Sal and Mel will be our most
treasured memory. We mourn the passing of our friend with you Mel and Kathy, Amy,
Laurie, Chris and Sal. We know that the love he had for each one of you, especially
Mel, was a testimony to all who knew him and the great memories and the love you
all shared will sustain you. We will miss you so much Sal. Love you all, June and
Ellis.

june and Ellis Adams - December 11, 2018 at 11:02 PM

“

We offer our sympathy and condolences to Melva and the entire extended Barcelona
family as Cousin Sal passes from our earthly realm into God's heavenly kingdom. He
is one of a kind -- someone who enriched the lives of everyone with whom he had
contact!!! No one could ask for a better cousin and role model! His departure leaves
a tremendous void in all of our lives.
Sal was ten years old when I came on the scene in December 1944. Perhaps my
arrival added some joy to the sadness that prevailed in the Barcelona and Biondolillo
Families -- as they had just learned of the November 1944 death of beloved Vincent
Biondolillo Ferrara in Metz, France during World War II. Sal and his cousins, Jake,

Sal, and Ann Biondolillo, were devastated by Vincent's death. Just as Sal will live on
in the lives he touched, it is fitting to think that the fabric of his life was in some way
shaped by his big Army cousin, Vincent, in the years before he headed off to war.
May the many memories of their wonderful life with Sal sustain his family through this
sad time. We know that our great memories of Sal throughout the years will do the
same for us. Thanks, Sal!
Mike and Rina Biondolillo
Mike and Rina Biondolillo - December 07, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

Melva and family, though we are unable to be present, you are each in our thoughts
and on our hearts. Sal created positive memories and benefitted the lives all he
touched. We are feeling the loss with you. You will be in our thoughts and prayers.
Sending our love,
Dennis and Ramona Lytle

Ramona Lytle - December 07, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

Melva, Kathy, Amy, Chris, Laurie and Sal, as your Dad (and Melva , your husband)
would always greet me no matter where we met, "HEY CUZ !!". Though I cannot
physically be with you all today, please know that my and Gail's thoughts, prayers
and condolences are with you. Knowing the family man he is, I know you all will miss
him. Yet his memory will always live with you just as my fond memories of his
sometimes short and sometimes lengthy conversations in his office always stay with
me. Sal was one of a kind and his sage wisdom as well as wit and humor has helped
me so much over the years in every aspect of my life.
I love him and all you guys and you will certainly remain in my prayers.
Vincent

Vincent Biondolillo - December 07, 2018 at 10:56 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal"
Barcelona Sr..

December 06, 2018 at 09:07 PM

“

Amy, I am so grateful to have known your wonderful Dad. He had a gentle soul and
such a kind heart. It was always a pleasure to be around him. I remember how he
loved to go to Joe's Stone Crab every time he visited you in Miami.I was lucky to
have been with you all during some of those dinners. Like everyone else, I especially
loved his Boudreaux jokes. I have never met anyone who could tell a joke like him. It
was one of his many gifts.
My most sincere and deepest condolences for you and all your family, he truly was a
great man.
Love,
Karen

Karen - December 06, 2018 at 08:15 PM

“

Chris,
We were so sorry to hear of your Grandfather’s passing. Your family is in our
prayers.
Wade & Jeanne Barrios

Jeanne Barrios - December 06, 2018 at 07:41 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to you, Laurie, your mother, and your entire family.
Wishing you peace and comfort in the midst of the loss of your dad. Sincerely, Lisa &
Troy Macaluso

lisa macaluso - December 06, 2018 at 07:23 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph
"Sal" Barcelona Sr..

December 06, 2018 at 07:06 PM

“

Rose Garden Heart was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal"
Barcelona Sr..

December 06, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Jill Halpern purchased the Your Light Shines for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal"
Barcelona Sr..

Jill Halpern - December 04, 2018 at 11:33 PM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal" Barcelona
Sr..

December 04, 2018 at 08:44 PM

“

So blessed to have known Sal he was one of a kind, may God bless his family at this
time

EMELDA LEWIS - December 04, 2018 at 07:09 PM

“

Salvador Biondolillo Jr lit a candle in memory of Salvador Joseph "Sal" Barcelona Sr.

Salvador Biondolillo Jr - December 04, 2018 at 06:54 PM

“

Paul & Mary Ellen Danos, Newbill, & Twarog Family purchased the Sentiments of
Serenity Spray for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal" Barcelona Sr..

Paul & Mary Ellen Danos, Newbill, & Twarog Family - December 04, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

On behalf of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart Alumni Association and Brother Martin
High School, I offer our prayers and condolences.
Kenny Spellman ’84
Brother Martin High School

Kenny Spellman - December 04, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph
"Sal" Barcelona Sr..

December 04, 2018 at 11:22 AM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal" Barcelona
Sr..

December 04, 2018 at 07:07 AM

“

We are so sad! Sal was a very important member of our « American family » in
Louisiana where we spent two wonderful years, a long time ago. He is one of the
most lovable, trustable person we met. We miss him so much.
Joël Ghislaine Hélène Thorel

Thorel - December 04, 2018 at 12:43 AM

“

Sal was more like a brother rather than cousin to me as we grew up together and he
spent a lot of time at our house since his mother (Aunt Felicie) worked and my mom
helped take care of him. We went to the same school and he married my best friend.
I am very saddened by his passing and send my deepest condolences to his loving
family and to Melva. You are in my prayers. Love to all! Cousin Ann Biondolillo
Westerlund and my husband Bob.

Ann and Bob Westerlund - December 03, 2018 at 09:51 PM

“

Kathy our thought and prayers are with you and your family. Your dad was a great
man, always had a smile for everyone.
Sharon and Audie Hymel

Sharon Hymel - December 03, 2018 at 09:41 PM

“

This is a perfect obituary of this wonderful man who great everyone with laughter and
kindness. I know he is in Gods hands probably helping St. Peter perfect his card
game!

dee chopin - December 03, 2018 at 09:18 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Salvador Joseph "Sal"
Barcelona Sr..

December 03, 2018 at 08:53 PM

“

He was one of the most generous person I have ever know. Bill and I know this
through experience. His family was our second family and we love the entire family.
He was a great man and he loved to read. He shared many of his books withBill.

Bill and Doris Watts - December 03, 2018 at 05:59 PM

