Mary Grace Curry
June 16, 1947 - April 6, 2020

Mary Grace Curry, PhD passed away peacefully on Monday, April 6, 2020 at the age of
72. Beloved daughter of the late Clyde L. Curry and Gladys Ehret Curry. She was the
lifelong friend of John Portero. Mary is also survived by a host of loving cousins and
friends. She was Valedictorian for Holy Name of Mary High School in Algiers, Class of
1965. She received her Bachelor and Master's Degree from UNO and her Doctorate from
LSU in Biological Sciences. She held several positions in Jefferson Parish Government for
30 years including Environmental Impact Officer. She served as Past President of the
Gretna Historical Society, and Past President of the Jefferson Historical Society of
Louisiana. She was an appointed member of the Jefferson Parish Historical Commission
where she served as Chairlady for many years. She was a founding member of the
Friends of the German-American Cultural Center. Mary was also author of Gretna-A
Sesquicentennial Salute as well as author of many Jefferson History Notebooks, and
publications of the Jefferson Parish Historical Commission. She was also Past President
of the German Heritage, Cultural and Genealogical Society. Mary was also a member of
many lineage organizations including the Daughter’s of the American Revolution and a
member of the Daughter’s of the War of 1812 and Colonial Dames of the 17th Century.
She was also founding and current President of the David Crockett Chapter of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy which at one time was the largest chapter of the UDC in the
State of Louisiana. Mary was responsible in getting many homes and public buildings in
Old Gretna listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including St. Joseph's
Church. She was a devoted Parishioner of St. Angela Merici Catholic Church in Metairie.
Private Graveside Services were held. Please consider donations in her memory to a
Charity of your choice.
MOTHE FUNERAL HOME is assisting the family during this difficult time. Family and
friends may offer condolences at www.mothefunerals.com.

Comments

“

Mary Grace was my only cousin. We were born close together, in time. While we did
not see each other often, we enjoyed writing letters...with pen & ink & paper...several
times a year, sharing, all of our lives.
Mary Grace is one of the few people whom I shall actively seek out upon my arrival
in Heaven
Thomas Curry
Pintler Wilderness
Montana

Thomas Curry - September 24 at 11:26 AM

“

I knew Mary Grace since the early 1970s when she was actively involved in biology.
For a short while during1981, I worked with her at Jefferson Parish Environmental.
We had many good times and laughs, she was such a nice person. I will always
treasure the memories of her. Love you and Rest in Peace MGC!

Garrie Landry - May 27 at 02:51 PM

“

I had the privilege of getting to know Mary over the last 6 years here at St. Angela
Merici. She was deeply devoted to the Eucharist, attending daily Mass at 8:30am. A
brilliant mind with a persevering heart, we were hit hard at her passing. Everyone
that I have talked to from the 8:30am Mass community can't believe that she passed.
But I know she loved Jesus, and that Jesus loves her back. Prayers for her and her
family and friends. In a special way I pray for her great friend, John Portero, who
stood by her side through thick and thin.
-Fr. Beau Charbonnet, Pastor, St. Angela Merici

Fr. Beau Charbonnet - April 28 at 05:26 PM

“

Mary was one of those special people we were were lucky to have, as she loved and
championed the heritage of our proud Jefferson Parish community. Her leadership
was an inspiration to many of us, and we still enjoy many of the fruits of that labor.
Mary was one of the next generation of preservationists after my parents and their
peers, who kept the Jefferson Historical Society going, and who kept the 2nd
District's Camp Parapet historic site on the East Bank from sinking into obscurity.
Mary became the de facto curator of the site after my father, Bernard E Eble II,
retired from the post in 2003. In 2007, she started the annual opening of the site to
the public with an accompanying program that came to be called Parapet Day in
Jefferson Parish. Unbeknownst to me, in 2010 she arranged for the placement at the
site of a memorial sign to the memory of my father, her predecessor as curator, for
which the Eble family will always be grateful. When she handed over Parapet Day to
capable hands in 2014, the event had been greatly expanded, with performances by
period dancers, reenactors, and others, and is now bigger than ever. Although in
recent years her participation in some events had waned due to poor health, her
stalwart demeanor was often there to inspire us, and will greatly be missed. I was
fortunate to know her friendly and cordial nature, and prayed often for her relief from
painful illness. John, I hope we may perhaps may take some small consolation that
she has been granted that relief.
Deepest sympathy,
Dr. Bernard E. Eble III and Dr. Susan W. Eble

Bernard Eble lll, Ph.D. - April 26 at 08:04 PM

“

Dr. Curry was a wonderful lady. I enjoyed speaking with her at the German-American
meetings and Gretna Historical Society meetings. I learned a lot about Gretna and St
Joseph Church from her. She was definitely an asset to her Church and her
community. She will be missed. On behalf of St Joseph Church, we send our
condolences to her family and friends during this time of loss and we pray for the
repose of her soul. She will be remembered in our mass intentions this week and
notice of her death will be announced in our Church bulletin. Eternal Rest Grant Unto
Her O Lord And May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Her. May She Rest In Peace.
Amen.
Fr. Gary Copping, Pastor St Joseph Church & Shrine and St Anthony Church Gretna
LA

Fr. Gary Copping - April 25 at 07:38 PM

“

Condolences to the family and friends of Mary. We were friends of hers through the
UNO Alumni Singles Group and through the Louisiana Environmental Professionals
Association.
Brent and Margaret Smith

Brent W. Smith - April 24 at 06:09 PM

“

Condolences to the family of Mary Grace. May she R.I.P.

Dewey Gros - April 24 at 12:22 PM

“

I am proud to call Mary a dear friend from long ago. I always held deep respect and
admiration for Mary. She will be missed. Marty Albritton

Marty Albritton - April 24 at 01:47 AM

