Gertrude Gayle Gibson Ponseti
October 14, 1937 - December 10, 2019

Gertrude Gayle Gibson Ponseti, of Gretna, Louisiana, passed away on Tuesday,
December 10, 2019, in Gretna. Gayle was born October 14, 1937, in New Orleans
(Algiers), Louisiana, to the late Patrick Henry Gibson, Sr and Juanita Ruiz Gibson and was
a lifelong resident of the West Bank of New Orleans. She was preceded in death by her
siblings: Edward Gerald Gibson, Sr., Joseph William Gibson, Sr., Henrietta Gibson
Lauman, Patrick Henry Gibson, Sr., Juanita Gibson Boudreaux, Leo Borland Gibson, and
Mary Agnes Gibson. Gayle is survived by her beloved husband of 60 years, James W.
Ponseti, Sr. and a brother, Francis Marx Gibson. She was the loving mother of James W.
Jr, (wife Trish), Borland Leo (Rik); Martin Robert (Mik), Gaylyn Ponseti McGlauchlin
(husband Todd); Damian Ponseti Knight (husband Tim) and Erin Ponseti Bush (Husband
Tom Sr); eight grandchildren, Edward Knight (wife Chloe), Melissa Clark (husband Todd),
Jake Ponseti, Camille Ponseti, Ellyn McGlauchlin, Julia McGlauchlin, Tom Bush, Jr. and
Jack Bush; and two great-grandchildren, Daniel Clark and Sadie Clark. She was a 1955
graduate of Holy Name of Mary High School in Algiers, La. Gayle then acted and modeled
locally in the late 1950s, and worked in data processing at various companies from the
1960s to the early 1980s. She enjoyed the history of New Orleans, and in the past, has
volunteered as a docent/guide for various historic home tours. She also enjoyed painting
and making silk-flower arrangements, preparing traditional family dishes, which she
shared with her children and grand-children. For much of the last fifty years, she was a
dogged defender of the integrity of her extended family, thus cultivating close relationships
with family members who might have otherwise been marginalized. Since the 1980s,
much of her energy, outside of family, was dedicated to Mary’s Helpers, Inc., a Servite
organization committed to advancing the messages of Our Lady of Medjugorje. Over the
years, she led a number of pilgrimages to Medjugorje and other sacred sites in Europe
and elsewhere, as well as edited the Mary’s Helpers monthly newsletter, hosted a weekly
radio broadcast. In later years, she succeeded the late Margaret Trosclair as director of
the organization. Funeral Services will be held at St. Martha Church, 2555 Apollo Ave,
Harvey LA 70058, on Monday, December 16, 2019. Visitation will begin at 9:00 am (8:00
for family), followed by a funeral mass at 11:00 am. Burial will be in St. Bartholomew
Cemetery in Algiers. Repast to follow at St. Martha’s Church Hall at approximately 1:00

pm. In lieu of flowers, please consider a memorial gift to Mary’s Helpers, Inc, P.O. Box
1853, Marrero, LA 70073. The family invites you to share your thoughts, fond memories,
and condolences online at www.mothefunerals.com.

Cemetery

Events

St Bartholomew Cemetery-Algiers

DEC

501 DeArmas Street

16

Algiers, LA, 70114

Visitation 09:00AM - 11:00AM
St Martha Catholic Church
2555 Apollo Drive, Harvey, LA, US

DEC
16

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

St Martha Catholic Church
2555 Apollo Drive, Harvey, LA, US

Comments

“

I am just finding out that Mrs. Gayle has gone on to Jesus. I am a long time listener
to the Medjugore radio program that she and Margaret Trossclair began. After the
program this morning the announcer spoke of Mrs. Gayle"s passing. I am so very
sorry to hear of the loss of this precious good lady. To her husband and family I
extend my deepest sympathies. I know she is in Heaven and praying for all her loved
ones and her radio listeners too. I'll bet Mrs. Margaret was there with Jesus to
welcome her to her new home in Heaven. God Bless this wonderful lady's immortal
soul. Sincerely, Mrs. JoAnn Montz

Mrs. JoAnn Montz - January 05 at 01:23 PM

“

Margaret and Mary were loyal followers of the International Compassionate Ministries and
the late Fr Peter Mary Rookey.I was always impressed with their newsletter and devotion to
Mary.Their legacy will continue as love never dies and their words are in print for all to read.
Memory Eternal
Christine Rossi..Radio Maria
Christine Rossi - February 09 at 07:26 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Gayle’s family. I didn’t know until today of her passing. I always
had a lot a respect for Gayle in all she accomplishments, but more so now, after reading
her obituary. Irene Guillot
irene Guillot - May 12 at 11:01 AM

“

Absent from the heart, at home with the Lord. Mr. Jimmy, you and your family are in
our thoughts and prayers. Love, Pete & Carla Hoffmann

Pete & Carla Hoffmann - December 16, 2019 at 12:11 PM

“

Jimmy,
Our sister in the Lord will be remembered in our masses, thoughts and prayers as
well as you and the entire family. Her gift to God, family and friends was truly her
devoted and consecrated life of dedication and service. I trust that her soul was
perfected in all she offered and sacrificed to the glory of God... Gayle was indeed a
great influence in our journey of spiritual growth. May the angles receive her soul and
present her to God, the most high!!
Deacon Brian and Pat Klause

Deacon Brian and Pat Klause - December 16, 2019 at 07:22 AM

“

I Pray for comfort and strength to Mr. Jimmy and his family and the family of Mary
Helpers. Mrs. Gayle will be sorely missed. She was so loving, kind and forever giving
to the work of reaching the souls for our Lord Jesus Christ. And the work of the
Blessed Mother of God. Rest now soul winner in the arms of Jesus our Lord and
Saver. Though I will miss you and greatly remember you. Oh did I say today I Love?
If not I Love you, I Love you, I Love you!
Your Professional Motor Coach Operator Michael Burns

Michael J Burns - December 16, 2019 at 03:49 AM

“

Mrs Gayle was a very special person to me. She touched my life in a profound way!
She loved the Blessed Mother and worked so hard for her. What a better way to
spend Christmas than to with Jesus for his birthday! My sympathies to her family. I
will miss this special lady! Betty Soileau

Betty Soileau - December 14, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

To all of the surviving members of Gayle's family, especially to her husband and
children. May Almighty God give you the strength to endure your lost with great faith.
I, among many, will miss her very much. I will pray for the repose of her soul-may she
rest in peace!
Reverend Father C. Paul Bergeron
Houma

Reverend Father C. Paul Bergeron - December 14, 2019 at 12:20 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Mr Jimmy, Jimmy Jr, Damien and the entire family.
Mrs Ponseti was a mother to all of her children’s friends from the time we met her
until this past week.
Always a positive force with a quick smile, a word of encouragement, a piece of
advice and never forgot to ask about your family.

She was the “cool” mom back in the day. Ahead of the times on many social issues
and one of the true Christians.
A great lady who raised a great family. We are in a better place because of Mrs
Ponseti. She will be missed.
Sincerely
Sid Goodreaux
Sid Goodreaux - December 14, 2019 at 08:08 AM

“

Aunt Gayle will always hold a special place in my heart as well as all the Gibson’s
and extending family members for welcoming me into the family by marriage. She
also made me Godmother to her youngest (Erin) which has been a blessing! My love
n hugs to you all and I pray the memories of her will help sustain you all during the
coming days and years! PS I have the artichoke casserole recipe!! My favorite for the
holidays!!

Patty Gibson Elmore - December 13, 2019 at 03:26 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to Mr. Jimmy, family and extended Mary’s Helpers family. Ms.
Gayle was the epitome of dedication, devotion and tenacity to never give up through
the years and I was blessed to have known her. She will be missed by many but
never forgotten. Soar with the angels, Ms. Gayle.

Sharon Hennessey - December 13, 2019 at 11:18 AM

“

Gayle was the kindness most generous person that ever lived. She died and stepped into
Heaven
Bernadette Rodriguez - December 13, 2019 at 11:25 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Jimmy and his entire family. I know Gayle is in Heaven, safe in the
loving hands of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, her lifetime goal. Gayle you will be sorely missed.
You will be on my mind and in my heart, Always.
Janet Zimmerman - December 14, 2019 at 07:44 PM

“

So sorry for your loss of such a wonderful strong willed woman as Gayle. She was a
teacher and mother and a friend to me. She knew how to lift you up and encourage. She
was a forceful person and knew how to stand up for what is right. She had great courage to
speak the truth. I am grateful that she mentored. She will be sadly missed. May she now
rest in the arms of her blue eyed Jesus.
Lise Naccari - December 15, 2019 at 10:09 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Mr. Jimmy and Mrs. Gayle entire family member, to Mary Helpers
family. Mrs. Gayle life was totally dedicated in reaching souls for our Lord Jesus and the
work of the Holy Mother of God. Yes, Mrs. Gayle I will miss you, but today you are safely in
the hands of our Lord Jesus. Today did I tell you I love you? “I Love, I Love you, I Love
you!”
Your Motor Coach Driver Michael Burns (Hotard Coaches)
Michael J Burns - December 16, 2019 at 03:09 AM

