Emmett M. "Coach" Michel Jr.
August 5, 1932 - August 26, 2020

Emmett Martin “Coach” Michel, Jr. passed away on August 26, 2020. Beloved father of
Denise Marzullo (Michael) and special daughter Rene Michel. Grandfather of Alexa, Sam
and Olivia Marzullo. Son of the late Elvera Hunn Michel and Emmett M. Michel, Sr. Age 88
years and a resident of New Orleans, LA. Emmett attended Belleville Elementary School
and Port Sulphur High School. He graduated from Tulane University in 1954 and also
obtained a Master’s Degree from Loyola University in 1960. Upon graduation from Tulane
he entered the United States Army and spent 16 month deployed in Korea with 24th
Infantry Division attaining the rank of Staff Sergeant. Upon discharge from the Army,
Emmett taught and coached football and track at St. Aloysius High School as well as P.E.
at Colton Junior High. Emmett spent the majority of his coaching career at Behrman
Senior High School culminating as head football coach between 1963 and 1969 taking his
team to State Playoffs in 1965 and 1969 as well as earning the honor of Football Coach of
the Year. He was also head basketball and track coach at Behrman from 1960 until 1966.
When Behrman closed as a high school in 1970, Emmett began working for NORD until
1990 he was the manager of Behrman Memorial Stadium and subsequently director of
Algiers NORD Department. He also served as a school counselor from 1974 until 1985 at
Edna Karr Junior High. During the 1990's when Edna Karr became a high school, Emmett
volunteered as a kicking coach and won the Football State Championship in 1993.
Emmett was well respected, loved and remembered by many former players and
students. A highlight of his week was attending Quarterback Club luncheons and Behrman
High School reunions. In addition to his love of sports, Emmett wholeheartedly loved
Mardi Gras. He was an original member of Choctaw Carnival Club and 30 year member of
Krewe of Endymion. His other passion was his love for music and attending live music
events such as Jazz Festival, and musical venues like Jaeger's, the Beach House and
The Max. Emmett was a member of multiple social organizations, namely the Algiers
Fighting 69’ers, the Good Friends Social Club, Post 218 American Legion, and the Metro
Basketball Association. He could often be found lunching with his friends at Café 615 Da
Wabbit. Emmett will be lovingly remembered as a wonderful father, ultimate gentleman,
having a kind heart, and for his compassion for others.
Relatives and Friends of the Family are invited to attend the Funeral Mass at MOTHE

FUNERAL HOME, 2100 Westbank Expy, Harvey, LA on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at
1:30 PM. Visitation will be held from 12:30 until
Interment Hope Mausoleum, New Orleans, LA. Due to COVID-19, masks will be required
to enter. To view and sign the online guestbook visit www.mothefunerals.com. In lieu of
flowerds, the family requests donations to Magnolia Community Services, 100 Central
Ave., Jefferson, LA 70121.
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Comments

“

Emmett was what my grandmother would have simply described as “a fine man”.
Please accept my deepest sympathy.
Mel Sullivan, BHS

Mel Sullivan - September 08, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

I am so, so sorry to hear of Coach’s passing. What a great guy! My condolences to
his entire family, friends and acquaintances. I have such fond memories of Coach
before and after Jimmy’s death. Christmas party’s at Magnolia with Renee,
Endymion, Gretna Fest, etc. He would always check on me, take me out to eat, and
try to get me to go dancing, listen to music, anything to get me out of the house and
into life again. I admire the way he lived his life, to the absolute fullest! This world
was definitely a better place with him in it. He will be greatly missed. Glad I was able
to be a tiny part of his life. Love and prayers.

Denise Noonan - September 03, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

To the family of Coach Michel:
I was surprise with the passing of Coach Michel. My prayers are with you. Coach
Michel go back many years when we were members of the WestBank Fighting 69ers
Athletic and Social Club. We both coached at Edna Karr HS when they won State
Championship in1973. Coach was a wonderful coach and a good friend. Sorry I
could not make the service due to virus . He will be missed. RIP Coach
Wayne Ory

wayne John Ory - September 02, 2020 at 10:10 PM

“

We go back to the 50’s when times were simple and friendship’s were cherished.
I know you are in heaven with our friends and relatives and better off....
Rembering all the good times...
GOD BLESS YOU
Your life long friend
LARRY

Larry Masters - August 31, 2020 at 10:13 PM

“

Joe and I knew Coach from the Beach House & The Max. He was always so sweet.
Sending our deepest condolences to the Michel family.
Christine Bramlett & Joe Corpora

Christine Bramlett - August 31, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

I met Emmett when we called him "Junior". He moved into my block (200 Block of
Belleville) when he moved in with a relative when he attended Tulane. He always
found time to help the younger kids (me and others) organize street games.He was a
terrific person and we all admired him. As we all grew up we realized what a special
person he was. I have never met a kinder and more gentle person, particularly for an
competitor. I graduated from Behrman in 1955 and also went to Tulane. We have
been life long friends. Rest in Peace, Emmett.
Will Lannes

William Lannes - August 31, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

Emmett coached me in both basketball and track at Behrman and under his coaching
I was fortunate enough to hold several Behrman school records in track and field
when I graduated. I think he saw some talent in me that I didn't see in myself. He
always pronounced my last name Schtein and I wondered where that was coming
from. Several years later when I was in the US Army serving in Germany I learned
that was the correct German pronunciation. He was always such a gentleman and
always friendly, inquiring about what was going on with me and listening to me brag
about my granddaughters' athletic feats. He had a fantastic recall of names and
accomplishments of so many athletes he coached at Behrman. RIP, Coach.

Herb Stein - August 31, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

My high school sweetheart and first husband John Hollingsworth played all the sports
Coach M coached. John loved Coach like an older brother and recognized that his
own athletic success in college was built upon Coach M’s great coaching!!!!
Coach was a great man who touched every life he encountered .
Thank you.
Laura (Hollingsworth) Byrne

Laura Byrne - August 31, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Coach Michel, or I got older, Emmett, I enjoyed having you as a gym coach and
teacher at Martin Behrman Jr/Sr High School, in Algiers Point, back in the 1960s. As
co-chairman of many of our Behrman Class of '66 reunions, I can tell say that the
reunion was not a reunion, if you were not there. I believe you attended everyone of
them. RIP ✟ Coach! My prayers and condolences go out to the Michel family.
Signed: Donald Costello, Algiers, Louisiana.

DONALD COSTELLO - August 30, 2020 at 09:07 PM

“

I have known Emment for over 70 years.He was always the friendyist and nice
person you would every meet. Her was great coach with kids in the sports world.I
would see some times at the Cafe 615 Home of the Wabbitt.
Billy and Gay Downey

Billy and Gay Downey - August 30, 2020 at 04:58 PM

“

So sad to see this news. Although distant cousins, he was family from down in Port
Sulphur. Denise and I grew up together and everybody loved her dad because he
was "The Coach". Being a NORD "gym rat", I'd run in to him often. Even when
officiating our Biddy Basketball games, he'd always made time to talk after first giving
me a rough rub of my head and messing my mop of hair. I can here him now, in his
fatherly way, "how ya shootin' today, Billy?" And he always inquired about my
grandmother, Noella Lyons Black, who was how we were related. There was never a
more reassuring voice or presence than his. Love and condolences to Denise and all
of his family.

Bill Brigman - August 29, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Emmett M. "Coach"
Michel Jr..

August 29, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

RIP COACH

Celeste Apostalo - August 28, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

My brother, Don Lloyd, was a high school friend and friend throughout their lives. I
also knew Emmett well writing to him during his service years and being a friend of
my family. He was a great human being and will truly be missed. My most heat felt
condolences to all the family.
Joan Lloyd Montecino

joan Lloyd Montecino - August 28, 2020 at 03:02 PM

“

Dear Denise, Rene, and family:
Emmett was a dear family friend, and I know will be remembered for his kindness
and gentlemanly qualities. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this especially
sad time.
Mike Palisi, Jr.

Michael A Palisi - August 28, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

When I first arrived in New Orleans, my first job was at Behrman High School where I
met and befriended Emmett. It was a short-lived meeting as I left Behrman shortly
after but a very meaningful association. A warm, friendly man who I chose to stay
close to even after I left his presence.
Heartfelt sympathy to the family.

brian h. kaplan - August 28, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

I played football for Coach in 67 and 68 and track and field in 68. He was always
calm and reassuring. He always encouraging me to do my best. He has always had
a big part of my becoming the man I am today. Thanks Coach.

William Logan Class of '69 - August 28, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

I moved to Algiers in 1960 and met Coach Michel in the Behrman High gym on the
first day of my junior year. He was watching me play basketball during gym class and
asked me to try out for the team. I did and began a long-standing relationship with
him. He was a great influence on me as an athlete and young man. Over the years
when we would see each other, he would show great interest in what I was doing.
There are only a handful of people who helped shape me into the person I am and
Coach Michel was one of them. I offer my sincere condolences to his family.

Leon Langley - August 28, 2020 at 09:28 AM

“

Cynthia Schaubhut lit a candle in memory of Emmett M. "Coach" Michel Jr.

Cynthia Schaubhut - August 27, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

Denise and Renee,
You are in my thoughts and prayers. I was always so proud that he was my
Godfather. He always treated with love and kindness. Also, he was such a dear
friend to both my mom and dad. I always admired his love and devotion to both of
you. May he Rest In Peace with all those who went before him who loved him so
very much.
Kerri Berges Liuzza

Kerri Liuzza - August 27, 2020 at 08:04 PM

“

Emmett & I played baseball together and he,his mother & father became lifelong
friends. May God grant him a warm safe place in his heavenly kingdom.

Boyd Mothe - August 27, 2020 at 07:30 PM

