Catherine Jarboe Theriot
April 23, 1943 - August 22, 2020

Catherine Jarboe Theriot passed away on August 22, 2020 at the age of 77 after
complications from a stroke. Mrs. Theriot was born in New Orleans and lived in Gretna for
the past 52 years. Catherine was a graduate of St. Mary's Dominican High School and
Loyola University New Orleans, and she received her Master's Degree from The
University of New Orleans. She was the beloved wife of the late Garry A. Theriot for 38
years. A retired school teacher, she taught at O. Perry Walker and Edna Karr High
Schools as well as Delgado Community College. She was an alumna of Tri Sigma Sorority
and was a member of the Women's Club of Christ the King Church and the Grandparents
Club of St. Philip Neri Parish. She was also a member of the Krewe of Iris for the past 15
years. Beloved mother of G. Paul Theriot (Jane Barbin Theriot) of Sterling, Virginia and
Stephen F. Theriot (Janine Espinal Theriot) of Metairie, Louisiana. She is survived by four
grandchildren, Claire, Connor, Ryan and Lily who adored her. An active member of Christ
the King Church, she enjoyed traveling, gardening, and spending time with her many
treasured friends and relatives. A private funeral mass will be held at Christ the King
Church in Terrytown, Louisiana, followed by a private interment at Westlawn Memorial
Park. Due to current restrictions on public gatherings, the mass will be streamed live at
http://robertomusic.org/cathey-theriot.html beginning at 10:45AM on September 5, 2020,
and can be viewed by those who wish to attend. The family plans to hold a memorial
remembrance for all who knew and loved Mrs. Theriot once we are able to gather together
in person again to visit and share stories. In lieu of flowers, masses may be arranged in
her name at Christ the King Church at 535 Deerfield Road, Terrytown, Louisiana 70056,
phone (504) 361-1500. Mothe Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Condolences
may be expressed online at www.mothefunerals.com.

Comments

“

Ms. Cathey was always such a warm, welcoming person. Any visit to the Theriot
house included an offer of food and hospitality. During high school, whenever I would
swing by to pick up Paul for a night of extra curricular activity, invariably I was invited
into the living room to talk with Ms. Cathey and Mr. Gary. On more than a few
occasions, Paul decided to forgo the evening's activities to stay home with his
parents to watch a show or to just be together. I always loved the Theriot family
dynamic, the love and connections shared by Steve, Paul, and their folks. Over the
years, whenever I would visit my parents in Terrytown, I always hoped to see Ms.
Cathey working in her yard so that I could stop and talk. The last time I saw her was
at Paul's 50th birthday. Typically, she had a blast, enjoying the wine, music, and
friendship. This is how I will remember her.
-Bernie Cook

Bernie Cook - September 05, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Cathy was a Dominican classmate who organized many lunch get together with
several of our classmates after she went to her grandparents meeting . She was
always so energetic and cheerful, and she will be greatly missed.
Susan Hart Hanlon

Susan Hanlon - September 05, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

The St. Philip Grandparents Club want to send our sincere condolences to Cathey’s
family. She was always a joy to be around and she will be sadly missed. Our prayers
are with you at this most difficult time.

Karen Lambert - September 05, 2020 at 02:42 AM

“

My deepest sympathy on the loss of Cathey. She was a true Sigma sister and always
willing to help with a smile. She will be greatly issed.
Annette Ross

Annette Ross - September 04, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

MY CONDOLENCES TO THE THERIOT FAMILY. MY WIFE AND I KNEW GARRY
AND CATHY FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. WE FIRST MET GARRY AND CATHY
WHEN I WORKED AT PAN AMERICAN. WE WENT TO MANY COMPANY
FUNCTIONS AND HOUSE PARTIES. CATHY WAS THE LIFE OF ALL SOCIAL
EVENTS. A VERY WARM, GIVING AND MOST ENJOYABLE PERSON TO BE
AROUND . SHE WILL BE DEEPLY MISSED AND NEVER FORGOTTEN.

BILL A GRAFFAGNINI - September 04, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

Cousin Cathey was a kind and thoughtful person. She never met a stranger. We took
several trips together and to the delight of our fellow travelers, when asked about
New Orleans, Cathey's response was never short. We always talked about her
grandchildren, she was so proud. I will truly miss this special person. Your families
will always be remembered in my prayers.
Cousin Linda

Linda Marchant - September 04, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

I was lucky enough to be one of Paul's friends who invaded the Theriot household for
more than one Mardi Gras celebration. Both Ms. Cathey and Mr. Garry were the
warmest, most generous hosts that anyone could ask for. They treated us as old
friends from the outset and did everything they could to ensure we left with a genuine
love of New Orleans and Mardi Gras, something they both clearly felt. One of the
things that stood out to a bunch of guys in their 20s was her amazing cooking ability.
Ms. Cathey, in preparation for our arrival, cooked a number of delicious meals and
stored them as individual portions for us to be eaten whenever, which usually meant
late night. I vividly remember having discussions with her about what each meal was
and how it was prepared and left with a love of New Orleans food. She was truly a
special person and will be missed.

Steve Doyle - September 03, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

Jessie and I knew Cathy and Gary for over 50 years. I worked with Gary at
PanAmerican. They were two of the most wonderful people God put on this earth.
They will be missed by everyone that knew them. I know she is with Gary now and
they will enjoy each other for eternity. Jessie and I will never forget the two of you.
God bless. Sal and Jessie Tillis

SALVADORE tillis - September 03, 2020 at 01:48 AM

“

What an incredibly warm, generous, and welcoming spirit Ms. Cathey has always
been! To enter the Theriot household was to be greeted with open arms by Ms.
Cathey and Mr. Garry as if you had always been part of their family – even if it was
your first time there. You can see that same warmth and generosity in Ms. Cathey’s
boys and their families as well – a wonderful legacy. We are keeping you in our
hearts, Ms. Cathey!

Will Baird - September 01, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

What an incredibly warm, generous, and welcoming spirit Ms. Cathey has always
been! To enter the Theriot household was to be greeted with open arms by Ms.
Cathey and Mr. Garry as if you had always been part of their family – even if it was
your first time there. You can see that same warmth and generosity in Ms. Cathey’s
boys and their families as well – a wonderful legacy. We are keeping you in our
hearts, Ms. Cathey!

The Baird Family - September 01, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Catherine Jarboe Theriot.

August 31, 2020 at 09:11 PM

“

Always smiling, so energetic, and always ready for the next adventure....that’s how I
will remember this sweet lady. Ms. Cathey was such a loving and giving person, truly
concerned about others and loved her family more than words can say. I loved her
hugs, stories, and envied her passion for life. She has left me with a special memory
of the day we spent together shopping for Mardi Gras throws and lunch at Paran’s.
We had so much fun! Special prayers for her two sons and their families, especially
her grandchildren who she so deeply cherished. Ms. Cathey will be greatly missed
and forever loved.

Billy and Donnette Faucheux - August 30, 2020 at 12:41 AM

“

Sending healing prayers and comforting hugs to the Theriot family during this difficult
time. Mrs. Cathey was the sweetest most kindest person I know. Every time you saw
her she had a smile on her face and a kind word to say to you. She will live on in our
hearts and in our memories and will be dearly missed by all of us all.
Ronda Maronge & Frankie Broussard

Ronda Maronge & Frankie Broussard - August 29, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Donna Grimaldi - August 29, 2020 at 12:58 AM

“

I was one of Cathey’s friends, and not one of her students, but she also taught me so
very important lessons. Cathey taught me to have an unbridled enthusiasm about
life....whether it is cooking, gardening, playing with my granddaughter, or traveling
with my husband. She truly enjoyed everything.....even found delight in the most
mundane daily activities. Cathey was always looking forward to her next adventure,
never to the past. She was so very proud of her 2 sons and their families and
showered them with love. I plan to follow her teachings and always live life to the
fullest as she did, enjoying all the blessings from God and never missing the
opportunity to share those blessings with others, just like she did. A life well lived. I
will miss our nightly chats, but I have been truly blessed just knowing her for all these
years.

Donna Grimaldi - August 29, 2020 at 12:21 AM

“

Thank you for such a touching tribute. I know you will miss her the nightly chats. She will be
with us in spirit. She certainly did live life to the fullest. That’s a phrase that keeps coming to
my mind too. May God bless you with peace.
Jane Theriot - August 29, 2020 at 08:24 AM

“

Ms. Cathey was always so welcoming when my friends and I would invade the
Theriot household during Mardi Gras. She even insisted on calling me by my
nickname, which I found hilarious. We always had a place to sleep and wonderful
food to eat thanks to Ms. Cathey's and Mr. Garry's hospitality and love. If she cared
that much just for Paul's college buddies, I can only imagine how much she did so for
Paul and Steve, Mr. Garry, her students, and all of her friends. God bless you, Ms.
Cathey and rest in the peace of Christ.
- Slow Hand

Joseph Reblando - August 28, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

It’s crazy that I have soooo many memories of Mrs Theriot. She was my AP Calculus
Teacher at Edna Karr in 2005. I knew her earlier on as the person over “SWD” which
was School Wide Detentions lol. She loved her job and us students. She ruled with
an iron fist but she was well respected! Math was my least favorite subject but the
way she taught allowed me to succeed in and out of her classroom. The one thing
that sticks out to me is me driving down the street and seeing her pushing that
lawnmower across her yard. I was in amazement!! It showed me how hard working
and diligent this woman was!! She will forever be missed!! My prayers go out to her
family.

Leon Harrison - August 28, 2020 at 01:23 AM

“

Thanks for being a great teacher...thorough, patient, and always able to make
something difficult seem so easy. You made me love math even more... helped me to
acquire my B.S in Electrical Engineering (minor in Math). Your family is in my prayers
during this time of sorrow. Rest in peace... and Aloha!! Eric Moncriffe 88' grad.

Eric Moncriffe - August 27, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

I met Cathy at St Philip Neri Grandparents Club. We worked together on different
fund raisers for St Philip. I enjoyed working with her. It sadden me to hear of her
death. My prayers and sympathy to you all. Donna Mollere

Donna Mollere - August 27, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

I was a student of her's from 1997-2000. She changed my life because for the 1st
time I actually understood math. She was very invested in our school, Edna Karr and
it showed daily! I'm happy that I was as well as blessed to be her student. Thanks
Mrs. Theriot!

Dasha Arnold c/o 2000 - August 26, 2020 at 11:33 PM

“

How beautiful to hear how she affected your life. She loved being a teacher and would
even help my daughter with high school math last school year- always a teacher. Thank
you for sharing that memory.
Jane Theriot - August 27, 2020 at 10:09 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Your Mom was a beautiful person both inside and out.
She always had a smile for you. She had a bubbling personality, full of fun and
energy. She loved life and will be missed.

Peggy and Greg Rizzo - August 26, 2020 at 08:52 PM

“

I will always remember the smile that Mrs Cathey had. Always joyful, always smiling
and always had a great story to tell. She was kind and thoughtful and just as funny
too. She may not have been family by birth but she was family by choice. Prayers for
the Theriot family. Love The Rizzo Family

laurie - August 26, 2020 at 08:36 PM

“

Mrs. Theriot was my 12th grade Advanced Math and Trigonometry teacher at O.P.
Walker Sr. High School. She was a brilliant math teacher with a big heart....no
nonsense too. I loved how much she really cared about the success of her students.
She diligently met me after classes to tutor me on all the material I missed due to my
2 month long leave from school. Her caring spirit inspired me! I am sure she will be
missed by many. May God comfort her family and friends during this time of
mourning. She is gone but never forgotten. Rest in peace Mrs. Theriot.

Tonia Lamb - August 26, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“
“

What beautiful memories. Thank you for sharing those.
Jane Theriot - August 27, 2020 at 10:11 AM

Cathey was one of my Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority sisters. She joined the Gamma Eta
chapter at Loyola University, and was a longtime member of our New Orleans Alumnae
group. Always active with every gathering that we had, from National Conventions to local
meetings, she was always excited and involved. As our chapter Secretary, she kept us all
connected with emails and details about plans. And she loved taking pictures of her Sigma
sisters.
I also spent time regularly with Cathey as members of the St. Philip Neri Grandparents
Club. She faithfully made the trip from her home on the West Bank to pick up her
grandchildren at school every day, where we would meet and share updates on our busy
lives. She volunteered for many of the club's activities, and regularly attended our monthly
meetings. Always with a smile and a something nice to say about everyone, she will be
greatly missed.
Mandy Chocheles - August 31, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

Cathy was the most loving,caring and thoughtful person. She had a smile for
everyone. She will be missed. JOYCE AND WALLY BOUDET

joyce boudet - August 26, 2020 at 05:52 PM

