Bertha Idella Buras
January 30, 1925 - April 9, 2020

Hallelujah! Our angel on earth and lifelong servant of Christ, Bertha Idella Ilish Buras, 95
years young is at peace in the loving arms of God, her beloved husband, numerous
siblings, and parents in heaven. Our beloved ‘Granny’ passed away April 9, 2020 in
Mandeville, LA. Born in Newport News, VA in 1925, she graduated from Newport News
High School and worked in the Newport News Shipyard as a timekeeper during World War
II. She was predeceased in 2014 by her devoted husband, Frank Thomas Buras of New
Orleans, who she married in 1946 in Fort Bragg, NC; her parents, George Ilish, born in
Omisalj, Croatia and Bertha Adele Jones Ilish, born in Isle of Wight, VA; sisters Virginia
Bowen and Catherine Weaver; brothers George, Linwood, John, Elbert (Nick), and Dennis
Ilich, all of Newport News, VA.
Bertha was a lifelong devoted servant of Christ, spreading God’s message of love and
compassion through her deeds. She was the loving mother of five children and a military
wife who kept her family together in moves to seven states and several European
countries. Along the way she made many friends that she annually corresponded with at
Christmas. Her family and friends will treasure the memory of and miss her sweet,
generous spirit. Bertha always had a smile on her face, a song in her heart, a joke on her
tongue, a great meal on her stove, and something sweet in the oven to share.
‘Bert’ was a dedicated member of Calvary Baptist Church in New Orleans where she was
active with the church nursery, Sunday school, children’s choir, and hand bell programs.
She also supported the Seaman’s Center of Global Maritime Ministries in New Orleans
and was a member of Lodge 469 of the Order of the Eastern Star in Belle Chasse.
She is survived by her 5 children and their spouses: Frank E. Buras and Patricia Young
Buras of Mandeville, Trudy Buras Ramey and Dr. Stewart T. Ramey of Baton Rouge,
Thomas A. Buras and Honora Sloss Buras of Prairieville, Howard I. Buras of Cypress, CA,
and Ralph R. Buras and Donna Baier Buras of Chester, VA; twelve grandchildren: Kim
Buras Prevost, Erika Buras Moore, Jennifer Buras McLachlan, Natalie Buras Bratton,
Douglas Ramey, Lauren Ramey, Amanda Buras, Nicholas Buras, Nicole Noggle Walsh,
Michael Noggle, Hannah Buras, and Sarah Buras; and ten great-grandchildren: Jacob and
Benton Prevost; Roselynn, Caroline, and Isaac Moore; Wakeley, Walker, and Arden
McLachlan, and Harper and Reagan Walsh. Bertha is also survived by her sister, Shirley

Williamson and husband Boswell of Grafton, Virginia and numerous nephews, nieces,
grandnephews, and grandnieces.
Bertha will be laid to rest next to her beloved husband in Mill Swamp Cemetery in Ivor,
Virginia. Due to the gatherings restrictions, there will be a private grave-side service for
the immediate family with a Celebration of Life Memorial to be held at a later date.
Memorial donations may be made to Calvary Baptist Church
(www.calvaryneworleans.com), The Gideons International (www.gideons.org), Global
Maritime Ministries (www.portmimistries.com), or Fisher House Foundation
(www.fisherhouse.org). Relatives and friends are invited to send condolences to Mothe
Funeral Home (www.mothefunerals.com) or Peninsula Funeral Home at
(www.peninsulafuneralhome.com).
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“

My warmest condolences to the complete Family Buras. I'am glad that I was in
January 2019 to celebrate her 94th Birthday with her in Baton Rouge. Evlyne from
Kirchheim near Wuerzburg in Germany.

Gudrun-Liselotte Hohmann - April 21 at 01:21 PM

“

Aunt Bertha was one of a kind. She had so much love to give, and she readily
spread that love. When the holidays began each year, my mother and I always said it
wasn’t officially the Christmas season until the card from Aunt Bertha and Uncle
Frank arrived. Her’s was always the first, and was packed with stories about the
exploits of my cousins, as well as updates on her and Uncle Frank.
I will always remember that when my mother died in late 2018, Frank drove to Baton
Rouge to fetch Aunt Bertha, then drove to New Orleans to attend the funeral. I was
thrilled to see them, and remember the love I felt from Aunt Bertha’s hug.
Heaven is a little brighter with Aunt Bertha now calling it home.

Beth Taylor - April 21 at 01:00 AM

“

Ms Bertha was one of the sweetest, kindest, loving women I’ve ever known she will
be sorely missed Stephanie Watts

Stephanie Watts - April 19 at 03:39 PM

“

Bertha was a wonderful lady. I will never forget her generosity, humor, and good will
towards everyone.

Cynthia Prevost - April 18 at 10:30 PM

“

"Granny" Buras was a delightful lady. The obituary describes her so well, and the
accompanying picture captures her beautiful spirit. It is a joy to be part of her
extended family. Her kindness, thoughtfulness, culinary skills, work ethic, generosity
,humor and cheerful attitude have fortunately been passed on to her children,
grandchildren and even great grands. May all the family and friends be comforted,
and may her memory be a blessing to all who love her. May peace be with with us
all.

Leigh Ann & Bert Young - April 18 at 03:01 PM

